Dear [MP’s Name],
[bookmark: _Int_gGFqo2Xk]I am writing to you as university student with serious concerns about the government’s proposals for higher education funding, as set out in the recent Post-16 Education and Skills White Paper. In particular, I am alarmed by the proposal to link tuition fee increases to measures of “quality,” likely assessed through the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF). This approach risks creating significant problems:
· [bookmark: _Int_G4QRUBz5]Access and inequality: Linking higher fees to perceived quality implies that only those who can afford higher costs can access the best education. Even with loans, students face larger debts, and evidence shows that those from lower socioeconomic backgrounds are more debt averse. This risks limiting poorer students to “lower quality” institutions.
· Integrity of representation: Students’ Unions and their representatives would be placed in a perverse position whereby providing any positive feedback as part of the student TEF submission could inadvertently contribute to fee increases. This undermines trust in academic representation and damages partnerships between students and institutions.
· Feedback mechanisms: You will recall that the last national boycott of the National Student Survey was highly effective. The NSS is a vital source of student feedback and an important mechanism for quality assurance. However, if the government proceeds with its proposal to tie TEF outcomes directly to tuition fee levels, students may feel compelled to boycott the NSS once more. This would undermine the survey’s credibility and deprive universities of essential insights into the student experience.
· Marketisation and reduced choice: A differential fee system accelerates the marketisation of higher education. Combined with government plans to create specialised educational areas, this restricts student choice about where and what to study. Linking maintenance grant support only to those “priority courses” aligned with the industrial strategy would further limit opportunities for our poorest students. This sends a worrying message that only those who come from wealthier backgrounds are to be afforded the choice to access the universities and courses that they wish to pursue, further deepening the class divides that already exist in higher education.
Quality in education will not be improved by cutting or stagnating funding. Sustainable improvement requires central government investment, not reliance on international fees or higher tuition costs. I urge you to consider the damaging consequences of this policy. Linking tuition fees to TEF results risks eroding trust in the NSS, silencing student voices, and weakening the very accountability mechanisms that ensure our universities remain world-class.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
University of [Insert Institution] 
[Course Name] 
