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Continue to support Bristol Student Housing Cooperative.

Proposer: Xenia Levantis
Seconder: Izzy Russell

Background:
1. Students have always found it difficult and are finding it ever more difficult to find affordable accommodation in Bristol.
1. Landlords and letting agencies consistently exploit and mistreat students by refusing to make necessary repairs to the property, exploitative and unfair contract deals, misinforming students about terms and conditions of contracts and lettings, and providing enough living space for new students.
1. University of Bristol accommodation is the 5th most expensive in the country, with only 5% of beds at or below half the maximum maintenance loan. 
1. Student Housing Cooperatives have been set up in Edinburgh (2014), Sheffield (2015) and Birmingham (2014). 
1. Under Student Cooperative Housing the students, not landlords are the ones who own and run the property.
1. Under Student Housing Cooperatives, the rent prices can be cheaper than the market average for the given area. 
1. In Edinburgh the Student Housing Cooperative is £239p/m cheaper than University of Edinburgh Halls and £174p/m cheaper than Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh Halls. 
1. Students for Cooperation is a democratic federation of student co-ops across the UK, organising for social change.
1. Bristol Student Housing Co-operative (BSHC) incorporated in November 2020 and it’s members are working to establish a cooperative home for students in Bristol.
1. It is NUS policy to ‘support the establishment of student housing co-operatives’—a policy introduced by Bristol SU. https://www.nus.org.uk/articles/national-conference-policy-proposal-student-housing-co-operatives/

Purpose:
1. To resist the commodification of safe, warm shelter.
1. To empower students to take control of their living spaces – accommodation run democratically for students by those same students.
1. To encourage thereby the creation of more affordable, better quality student housing, with better tenants’ rights.
1. To have a knock-on effect on other student housing in the city, by undermining the market in terms of cost, quality, and tenants’ rights.
 
Actions:
1. Continue to endorse and support BSHC.
1. The Student Living Officer continue to act in solidarity with BSHC.
1. Reinstate the BSHC page on the Bristol SU website.
1. Aid and assist BSHC in the promotion of the group to Bristol SU members including (but not limited to) by sharing communications, raising the profile of fundraising and supporting work in the local community and with University of Bristol.
1. Allow BSHC to Bristol SU spaces for events and activities.
1. Support BSHC to find properties.
1. Publicisie member recruitment as and when spaces in the BSHC home become available.
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